
Wednesday 24th September 2025

Belfairs Academy
English GCSE Information Evening



Your child will:

• be sitting 7 and 1/2 hours of English examinations which will provide them 

with two GCSE grades: English Language and English Literature.

• have read and studied 18 Literature texts (3 Texts & 15 poems) to 

prepare for the literature examinations (this doesn’t include extra poetry 

that prepares students for the ‘Unseen Poetry’ section);

• respond to 7 Literature tasks across their two English Literature Papers;

• respond to ten tasks across their two English Language Papers.



To clarify:

Students will be sitting:

  AQA English Language.
  Edexcel English Literature

The Modern 

Text

Shakespeare 19th Century 

Novel

Poetry

Year 

10

An Inspector 

Calls

Romeo and 

Juliet

A Christmas 

Carol

Time and 

Place 

Anthology

Year 

11

An Inspector 

Calls

Romeo and 

Juliet

A Christmas 

Carol

Relationship 

Anthology



The Literature exams

Paper 1:  The Modern Text and Shakespeare (1 hour and 

45 mins)

Romeo and Juliet  - 2 questions; 25 minutes each answer
An Inspector Calls – 1 question (from a choice of two); 55 minutes
Please note that The Inspector Calls response is worth 40 marks – it is the longest written 
response expected across ALL exams (not just English), and worth the most (numerically)

Paper 2:  19th Century Novel and Poetry (2 hours and 15 

mins) 

A Christmas Carol -2 questions: 25 minutes each answer

Seen Poetry – 1 question (comparison); 25 minutes

Unseen Poetry – 1 question (comparison); 45 minutes



Literature:  what can students do?

There simply is not a replacement for knowing the texts.

Students must know the plot, characters and their actions, themes, and, in some 

cases, the historical context which surrounds the text.

The challenge is that students no longer have the full texts in the exam so much is 

reliant on memory.

Students can generate character profiles for each character in each text:  

• How is the character described by the narrator.
• what a character does, says, thinks, 

• how other characters threat them and what is said by other characters about 

them.  

• The students can create theme revision mind maps.



Knowledge Organisers
Character Studies

How is the character described 

at various points in the play?
How do characters react to 

other characters?

What are their relationships 
with other characters?

How do they react to events in 

the play?
What role does the character 

play in the play?

Themes

How does the theme develop 

throughout the course of the 

play - what are the significant 
events and characters that are 

linked to the theme

What is Shakespeare seeking 
to say through the theme?

Events

Who is involved in each event?

How does each event contribute to the 

ensuing tragedy?

Contextual Factors Key Words Images / Symbols / Motifs

What do these come to represent as the play 

progresses?

Which characters are associated with the 
image/symbols/motif?

What ideas do these images/symbols/motifs 

represent?
Are these associated with any paritucular 

characters?

Benvolio Love and Marriage The brawl Patriarchal Rule Patriarchy Light and dark

Mercutio Conflict and Power The Queen Mab Speech Elizabethan values Sonnet Religious Imagery

Tybalt Fate v Free Will The Capulet Ball Religious beliefs in 

Elizabethan England

Iambic 

Pentameter

The Sun and Stars - cosmic imagery

Romeo The individual versus Society The Balcony Scene Belief in astrology in 

Elizabethan England

Masculinity Birds

Juliet Loyalty The Arrangements of the marriage Elizabethan attitudes to 

marriage

Tragedy Fire and Heat

The Nurse Revenge The marriage Elizabethan codes of 

masculinity.

Soliloquy Poison

Friar Lawrence Male Society The Mercutio / Tybalt Brawl Monologue Worms

Capulet Youth V Older Age Romeo’s banishments Prologue illness

Lady Capulet Honour Romeo and Juliet’s first/last night Dramatic Irony

Paris Innocence V experience The marriage between Juliet and Paris 

is arranged - Juliet Refuses

Irony

The Prince Punishment Juliet sees Friar Lawrence to plan Pathos

Violence Juliet is found ‘dead Denouement



Learning multi-purposeful quotes

• Because of the caveat ‘closed book’ 
then students need to learn multi-
purposeful quotes.

• these are quotes that can used to discuss 
the text in a multitude of ways eg, when 
Romeo declares ‘Fire eyed fury be my 
conduct now’; this can be used to discuss 
Romeo’s character development, the 
theme of revenge, the theme of loyalty, 
the theme of anger. 



The English Language 
Examination

It is necessary to consider that this examination is 

one that assesses and judges 11 years of developing 

skills in English – reading and writing; students are 

being judged on the highest level of expression and 

comprehension that a 16 year old can achieve (and 

it’s worthy to note that Mary Shelley wrote 

‘Frankenstein’ when she was 18).



Language:  Two English 
Language Papers

Paper 1:  Creative Reading and Writing (1 hour and 45 mins)

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoint and Opinions (1 hour and 45 mins)

The assessment of Reading is in both papers

The assessment of Writing is in both papers

The assessment of reading is through increasingly difficult tasks: from retrieval 

of information in a text to inference, evaluation and comparison of ideas

The assessment of writing is through two tasks:  
Paper 1:  A creative and imaginative task (extended description; short story 

task; story opening

Paper 2:  An opinion driven task (either to write a speech, a formal letter or a 

discursive article)
Please note: there is no tiering of 

papers: All students sit the same 

papers.



Language:  Writing

60% of the writing grade is based upon sophistication of ideas and the 

organisation of the ideas.  

40% of the writing grade is based upon the accuracy of Spelling,  

punctuation and grammar.



Writing Creatively and 
Descriptively



The type of Picture Stimulus for 
Descriptive and Creative Writing

Some sage advice:…….. Write more about less……… open 

Your eyes……….be alert………use your experience and knowledge…

..and avoid certain storylines



Language Paper 2 – Opinion Topics

We cannot predict what  on topic students  will be asked to express an

opinion upon.

The focus of the task is about expressing an opinion through a variety of

Methods:  express an opinion, develop that opinion and then justify that

Opinion.  

Students should be able to express an extended opinion on:

  Food Trends

  Environment Trends

  Social Issues

  Education

  Health

  Leisure

  The Environment 

Ethical or moral or philosophical matters

Political concepts

Should students suddenly feel 
the topic is out of reach to 
them, they need to be 
reassured it is not about 
knowledge - it is about skill to 
express opinion.  But the more 
culturally aware students have 
the more opportunities in their 
writing.



Big Ideas



Revision

• CPG Guides

• Letts Guides

• York Notes

• Websites

• Writing answers – submitting to 
teachers

• Reading – re reading

• Watching



Next Steps

Year 11
Students will be sitting a second 

series of PPEs in January.

Students will sit ALL four papers 

for English

Students are currently studying:

‘A Christmas Carol’

Poetry – Seen (Relationships) 

and Unseen

English Language Paper 2  

Revision should begin now:

‘An Inspector Calls’

‘Romeo and Juliet;

Year 10

Students are studying this year:

‘An Inspector Calls’

‘Romeo and Juliet’

Developing the approach to 

English Language Paper 1

Poetry – Seen (‘Time and 

Place)

Students must be addressing their 

repeated errors in Spelling, 

Punctuation and Grammar and 

ensuring these are corrected.  

Essential marks can be gained 

through accuracy.
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