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Why do so many of us say that we are useless at Mathematics ?

And why, as a society, is it considered acceptable?

If someone cannot read or write there is a social stigma attached



Numeracy is important for EVERYONE as it develops 

logical thinking and reasoning strategies in our 

everyday activities. 

We need numeracy to solve problems and make 

sense of numbers, time, patterns and shapes for 

activities like cooking, reading receipts, reading 

instructions and even playing sport.

We ALL need numeracy to pay the household bills



94 %  of all workers use some sort of Mathematics in 

their jobs. 

68 % percent use fractions, decimals, and percentages.

More than a third of skilled blue-collar workers

such as carpenters and mechanics use basic algebra 

on the job; 29 % percent use geometry and 

trigonometry.

The Modern Day Employee

https://www.trade-schools.net/articles/jobs-for-math-

majors



For many people, GCSE 

Mathematics will be a gatekeeper 

– if you want to do a certain job, 

then you will need a good grade 

in GCSE Mathematics. 

You might make an excellent 

police officer, but without GCSE 

Mathematics, lots of forces won't 

accept you



Don’t let GCSE Mathematics be 

a barrier to further education

Under new government plans, 

students who fail GCSE English 

and Mathematics could be 

banned from taking out student 

loans

According to the Telegraph, 

around a third of students fail their  

English and Mathematics GCSE 

each year



The relationship between attitude towards 

Mathematics and learning outcomes is bidirectional. 

A positive attitude towards Mathematics can lead to 

higher achievement, and high achievement can 

result in more favourable attitudes.



Mathematics  anxiety is an extreme, yet all-too-common, 

example of what can happen with a negative attitude towards 

Mathematics.

Educational Studies in Mathematics considers Mathematics 

anxiety to be a feeling of tension and worry that interferes with 

a student's ability to solve Mathematical problems.



Those with Mathematics anxiety have extremely 

negative perceptions about their own ability to 

succeed in the subject, often thinking:

I hate Mathematics.

I just can’t do Mathematics.

I’ll never be good at it, so what’s the point in trying? 
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Attitude and achievement -- a bidirectional relationship

To improve student attitudes and achievement in 

Mathematics, it’s important to understand the 

connection between the two. 

At first glance, it might seem like an obvious correlation: 

if a student has a good attitude towards Mathematics, 

they’ll be more inclined to learn, they’ll try harder and 

their performance will be better.



This bidirectional relationship can often result 

in a cycle of attitudes and achievement 

feeding into one another. 

To improve attitudes and/or achievement, 

you need to break the Cycle of Failure and 

create one of positivity! 
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The importance of a positive attitude

Short-term achievement in Mathematics can be great, but 

positive attitudes can lead to so much more than a few good 

test scores. 

Educators, parents and carers should instil positive attitudes in 

Mathematics not just for better performance in the subject, but 

also to create lifelong learners! 



Improvements in each of these 

areas certainly contribute to 

greater learning abilities and 

educational outcomes, but they 

also make for healthier, happier 

students overall. This is why 

instilling positive attitudes and 

promoting a growth mindset as 

early as possible is so important.



6 Ways to Improve Your Child's Mathematics Skills:

Let them help you with the cooking and baking ...

Get them involved in the food shopping ...

Play Mathematics games with them at home ...

Read books that incorporate Mathematics ...

Encourage them to do some Mathematics every day…

Familiarise yourself with what your child is currently learning.



Familiarisation of Learning Content



Familiarisation of Learning Content





First Name

Surname

Date of Birth

Click on NEXT

Student to create own password

Click on NEXT again

You will be asked to check details

By putting in:

Username - FirstnameSurname

Example: JohnSmith

Then password

Students MUST watch intro videos



Forgotten Password

Teacher is sent email to allow 

password reset

Student will then need to set 

themselves up as a new Sparx user 

As per previous slide



Click on My Homework for assigned tasks



Progress and completed tasks record



Students need to write Bookwork codes

down on a piece of paper as they will be 

asked for the codes during the homework 

to check on their engagement

Videos provided to support learning 

Answers provide instant feedback



Mathematics Homework Club

Every Thursday 

Room: 4G05

2:45 pm – 4 pm



Useful websites: 

 
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/

https://sparxmaths.com/

http://www.gojimo.com/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6vg9j6

https://corbettmaths.com/

http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/index.html

Pearson Edexcel is the exam board studied at Belfairs Academy

https://www.piximaths.co.uk/ https://www.drfrostmaths.com/



Please

Support your child’s learning by talking positively about Mathematics 

Thank you for your time and continued support 

Quote:

Without Mathematics, there’s nothing you can do. 

Everything around you is Mathematics. 

Everything around you is numbers.”

                                                                                              - Shakuntala Devi
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