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Level 8 Doctorate
PhD

Level 7 Masters Degree
MA, MSc, MRes etc.

Higher 

Apprenticeshi

p

Degree 

Apprenticeshi

p

Level 6

Undergraduate Degree
BA, BSc etc.

Level 5
Foundation 

Degree
FdA, FdSci

HND

Level 4 HNC

Level 3 A Level

A2

L3 Diploma
(National)

Advanced Apprenticeship

AS
L3 

Certificate
(National)

Level 2 GCSE
Grades 4-9

L2 Award, Certificate & 

Diploma
(First)

Intermediate Apprenticeship

Level 1 GCSE
Grades 1-3

L1 Award, Certificate & 

Diploma
(Foundation)



Why Go to University?

JOB PROSPECTS

TRANSFERABLE SKILLS

EXPERIENCES SOCIETIES

STUDENTS’ UNION

LIFE SKILLS TRAVELLING



EXAMPLE COURSES
Accounting & Finance

Engineering

Agriculture & Forestry

American Studies

Archaeology

Architecture

Business 

Computer Science

Counselling

Creative Writing

Criminology

Dentistry

Economics

Fashion

Film Making

Forensic Science

French

Geology

Hospitality, Leisure & Tourism

Law

Medicine

Nursing

Politics

Psychology

Robotics

Social Work

Sociology

Sports Science

Veterinary Medicine

Youth Work



STUDYING
Independent 

learning 20-30 hours 

per week

In the library

At home

With friends in group 

work spaces

Revising

Reading

Essays/journal writing

LIFE SKILLS

Cooking

Cleaning

Washing/Ironing

Managing 

money

Independent 

learning

Social skills



THE STUDENT FINANCE
PACKAGE

Means tested by household income

Maximum amount
(household income of 
£25,000 or under)

MAINTENANCE LOAN
(for living costs)

Minimum amount
(upper household income 
threshold)

TUITION FEE LOAN
Straight to the uni
Up to £9,250



Let’s add up the student loans you’ve built up…

Student loan Each year (£) Over 3 years (£)

Tuition fee loan 9,250 27,750

Maintenance loan 8,944 26,832

Total student loan 18,194 54,582

STUDENT LOAN



You only repay 9% of anything you earn 
over £26,575 a year1

2
3

The size of your loan doesn’t decide how much you 
pay back

After 30 years any remaining debt is wiped…

REPAYING YOUR LOAN
3 GOLDEN RULES!

Only 17% of graduates will fully repay their loans by the time they 

are written off after 30 years



Achieve degree and postgraduate-level qualifications 

while learning and earning in a real business 

No debt

Very solid work experience – competitive advantage

The chance to gain professional accreditation, 

qualifications and membership

ADVANTAGES OF HIGHER & DEGREE 

APPRENTICESHIPS



HERE ARE JUST A FEW EMPLOYERS 
WHO OFFER APPRENTICESHIPS



Higher and Degree Apprenticeships 



Apprenticeships vs University 

Advertised 
all year

Employer 

and 

governme

nt pay for 

the study

Start 

throughou

t the year

UCAS 

deadline

Student pays 

to study / 

student loan

Usually start 

once a year



Apprenticeships vs University 

 You need to do your 
research

 You have to apply 
and it is competitive

 Entry requirements



Applying for University vs Applying for 
a Apprenticeship

To find and apply for University courses

UCAS: https://www.ucas.com/

To find and apply for Apprenticeships

Gov.uk: https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship

